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HE -prudent ſu 


| public, 
often impoſed on, 


py g 2 $ 


Sans 


plies to popular pamphlets, ren 


* 


ing the circulation of 


lets difficult and confin 


£ 


regard 600 re- 


der- 


# 


ſuch pamph- 


* * 
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e au- 


5 


thor of the followin | 


< 


g addreſs was 


induced to requeſt a place for it in 


* 


the London Review; the authors of 


which | obligingly indulged | him 


# 


nience, however, which they m- 
8 e 


ſpicion of the 
who have been ſo 


8 


— 


"form him, the ex traordinary de- 
| mand of that publication hath on 


this account put them to, hath 1 in- 
duced him to reprint it in the * 

ſent for m. : | Ea ed. Py rr 

. "ms reader will readily | ſee that 
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premiſes and on indiſputable facts. 


zut, as the day of grace, 10 the hope 
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of ſalvation is paſt he queſtion 


1 
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now is, whether America 1s to be 
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It is a | firewd and 14 0 obſitration 
of a writer, from whom you appear 
to have borrowed many of your poli- 
tical maxims, * that there is nothing ñ̃ 
more problematical and doubtful 
than the ſincerity of thoſe Coſmopo- 
lites, who aftect a general regard for 
others, and an univerſal love of man- 
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kind. If a man loves not his own |} 


houſe and country, his pretended 
love for families and countries he 

never ſaw, may be juſtly ſuſpected. 
The molt extenſive circle of ſocial + 
love has its centre at home": agreeable | 
to that ap and moſt ee ; 


wha 
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0 Gil ſerves the bo mind to wake, 
As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful lake 3 
The centre movd, a cirele ſtrait ſucceeds, 
Are ſill, and ſill another pred 
iend, parent, neighbour, firſt it will embeace 
£3 His country next, and next al human race. 


r Engliſhman, 1 Kg og a 
"Briton, and a trus friend to this his - 
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tional prejudice) and own it is dith- 
cult to do ſo. It is, indeed; difficult 


for people to diveſt themſelves of that 
with which they are not inveſted. — . 
Were I not a true Engliſhman, had : 
I not an inſeparable attachment to 
my native country, did I not feel for 


the intereſt, the honour, the happi- 


neſs of Great Britain, I might ſpecu- 


latively purſue your argument, and 


8 admire that airy ſuper- 
ructure, you have built on the mall 
imaginary foundation. It is, as an 
Engliſhman, therefore, I charge you 
with acting inconſiſtent with the love 
and what aggra- 
Fatgs the charge, 9s a preacher of the 
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your country; 


defis long 
enough before men of diſcernment 

will believe him fincere in his pro- 

feſſed friendſhip for the American 
Continent: You wiſh to throw off 
national prepoſſeſſion, (though to im- 
poſe on the populace you call it na- 


. 


1 a manner 50 Tan cog 
Wk, + nacter of a chriſtian miniſter. "Tit 
6 po Admitting, for a moment, the truth 
0 your ſpeculative politics, you can- 

nat but know, what, in fact, you cen- 
7 7 %, that this critical. conjuncture is, 
buy no means, Fg ; oy time for di- 
vulging and di ing them. You, 
know, you have owned, government 
bas gone too far, bonourably to re- 
cede. Nay, T will venture to ſay, 
there is not a man, deſerving the 
name of Brizon, who can wiſh, it 
pal at ſuch, a Criſis, recede; how 
lf . ever ready, he may be to exclaim with 
vou, © Dreadful ſituation ] deteſted 
be the meaſures that have brought us 
into it; or to curſe the war that is 
de conſequence. Lou ſay, indeed, 
A retreat is not impradticable,” But 
have you ſo little regard for the credit, 
if _ for the intereſt of your mother coun- 
1 Yd as to wiſh the How make 3 
E : 4 1 * * 
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| her rebellious CHILDREN? 


Grant it has been . ler fy, 


(though perhaps it would: be more 


properly termed her miſtaken findung) 
that has provoked them to rebellion, 
which party does it become; in fac —_ 
circumſtances, to retreat When both © 
are equally in the wrong, is it the pa- 


rent or child that ſhould give up the 


| point ?—If the means of accommo- 


dation only are indiſpute, and politi- 
cal cunning, cannot adjuſt punfifics, 


2 2 


why not not have recourſe to the effica- 


cious expedients of natural mplicity?: 
why. not take the readieſt method of 


_ folving the gordian knot ? why not 


differs at a fingle ſtroke, what wo 
take too much time to unravel ? 
not adopt the ſalutaty ſcheme of a 
reſeinder Dean Tueker's project 


would i inj ure both the honour and in- 


tereſt of this country leſs than yours. 
er 1 bad gs Wen are devoted 


to 
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difbonaar able retreats and that. from be | 
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08. Americans, and the honour 
and intereſt of zhig country is with - ng 
out of the queſtion. | 
nder theſe circumſtances, gr, 
what is your reverence but, like a cer- 
5 arch methodiſt of the oppoſite 
; A E ſower of ſedition? I might 
go farther, and aſk, what are you but | 
5 - as to that country, whoſe inte- 
reſts and whoſe glory you are bound 
by all the ties of natural, civil, and re- 
, ligious liberty, to eſpouſe and ſupport * 
I have as deſpicable an opinion of 
DI a mere attachment'to the natale ſolum 
as you or any man; but I muſt re- 
peat, that 1 think the man, who 
loves not his native e can love ; 
no tber. A 
It is an eaſy matter Cie habitual * 
ſenſibility to aſſume the appearance 
of natural meekneſs, and for thoſe 
who neither love nor hate any body, 
to ſeem wonderfully tender and affec- 
tionate to every body. I mean no 
5 perſonal reflection, Wan but I have 
known 
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known very ingenious men of this 
ſtamp, who, ſo far from being under 


the government of any ruling paſſion, 
have had all their paſſions ſo much 


under their own rule and govern- 
ment, that they have been indifſ- 
| ferent, calm, and cool 'enough to 


calculate, to the hundredth part of Ld 


farthing, the pecuniary . advantages 


which individuals might reap: from 


the ö misfortunes, 1 the miſer ies, the 
murder of their fellow- creatures. 
uch men may ſpeculate, unaffect- 
ed, and at their eaſe, on ſub 


ſenſibly feel, to need any other proof 


of its propriety, and calmly as I can, 


to diſcuſs a point or two with you, 


- 
910714 = 


jects; the 
diſcuſſion of which affects others with 
{anxiety and horror. I will endea- 
vour, however, to lay aſide that paſ- a 
ion and prejudice which grow to me, 
to diveſt myſelf as much as poſſible 
of compaſſion for the Americans, and 
that love to my country, which I too 
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by 


in A 1 think your argu ment s 
defective in reaſon, than de- 
e firſt place, you will give me 
ewe: to ſay, that your general ar 
-mentation on the ſubje& of civil 

V is . aun Trivol dus, 01 
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element e were ossging a 
In the patriarchiab dominion. of the 
ther 8 3 family,” A , mondtchial, 
and not a repub g 
'vernment appears, creo to have 
gefted rhe primitive idea of foetal 
fubordination. But, my Agra - 


10 
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Private men may be as arrant 
e, and public magiſtrates as de- 


ſpotic tyrants under an ariſtocratical 
or democratical NAGEL as under 


the rule of an abſolute moi 
Will you maintain, in defiance 


known experience, that in Holland, : 


Geneva, Genoa, Venice, and à h 


dred other free ſtates, as. they are 


called, the fubjedt i is tele reſtrained or 
oppreſſed than- in France, Denmark, 
| Sweden and other deſpotic'i ſtates? — 


| have? Lao you, that Libe 


have flouriſhed, and the more 


claim, indeed, as dei | 


is che ſoil where the arts and ſciences 


al ſtate has been” the mote the powers 


of the human mind has been drawn 


forth into action“ You” may ad- 


mire „ the luſtre, with which the 


_aficient free ſtates of Greece ſline i in 
the 'annals of the woerld-;” and con 
traſt it e with cc the ſtate of- the' fame 
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N 
countries under the great Turk.“ 
But this is trite and puerile. I own, 

8 with you, that a dark and Savage ty- 
ranny ſtifles the efforts of genius, 
while the de epreſſed and fettered mind 
loſes) its, Joi and dignity. - But this 

is owing to the quality and com- 
| plexion of the times, more than the 
form of government. Is a ſultan of 
the Eaſt or an emperor of Morocco a 

more abſolute monarch than a king of 
France or Pruſſia? Did arts ang 
ſeiences flouriſh wh under the t MK 

Ms ranny of - the Cæſars than during the 

boa 1 ſtate of the freedom of the 

an republic? Did they ever 
flouriſh more, or were the powers of 
5 genius ever more ſucceſſively exerted 
than under Leo the tenth and Louis 
y the fourteenth 3 
If in the ſupport of liberty? the: b. 
- cial happineſs of mankind is to be 
2 eonſulted, as depending on the im- 
55 Fe prove- 


— 


3 
provement of the mind and the 
ertion of the powers of human genius, 
we ſhall regard the political uſe ge- 
nerally made of the terms Tiberty and 
flavery as vague and*contemptible. — 
Let us, for inſtance, ſee what uſe 
your pie. reverence hath made of 
theſe terms. e, e 
A fate you d is Foal whes! it 
is governed by its oñn will. — And 
In every free Nate, EVERY Max is 
his own LEGISLATOR: — Such, in- 
deed, is the im provement made iti 
every branch of human knowledge; g 
in this age of invention and diſcovery, 
that I have heard of «6. every: maß 1 
being his on broker — every man his 7 
own dactor— every man his «wn lawyer 


T 
3 


E but it was reſerved for the ſuper- 


lative ingenuity of Dr. Price to diſ- 
cover that in any ſtate erh man is 
aur n LEGIS LATOR vhs Kg | 32074 
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Admitting, for argument fake, 
what does not appear to be true in 
fact, that government originated with 
the peop dle, that the ſu preme power 
be actually lodged in the hands of the 
populace, whoſe ſovereign will is law. 


= proppronal ſhare in the general 
will of the whole ? And how ſmall 
Aa ſhare is this in populous: ſtates-? 
How ſmall one man's portion of civil 
1 7 if it be no more than he ſhares 
n common with ene bs his fel- 
bean; ? How little worth 
contending for is this liberty of acting 
arding to one's. own will ? How 
Toni oved from flavery. is that i- 
erty in him who poſſeſſes but the 


1 


ture of his country ?. You, doctor, 
are a calculator, and perhaps can tell. 

Not that I mean to depreciate the 
bleſing of civil 0 but I con- 


tend 


| HA every individual have more than 


hundred. millionth part of the legiſla- 
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tend that it E more on the 
power of acting according to the rules 
of right reaſon and political *prudetice, 
than on the power of acting according : 
to one's own will, —I will not even de- 
ny that in the reduction of the rebel- 
liods Americans, they muſt neceſſarily | 
be ſubjugated in ſome degree to a 
ſtate of ſervitude: but at the ſame 
time, I muſt ſubſcribe to the truth of 
what is obſerved by that ſtaunch 
friend to all kinds of liberty, the au- 
thor of the Social Compat?, when he 
ſays, There are ſome cl cumftar 
| 10 critically unhappy th men'catiide 
preſerve their own liberty but at tlie 
expence of the liberty of otliers. SIE . 
this be true of individuals, hw Bibch 
more true and applicable to the mo- 
ther country and her colonies, ' 
Vou are for dividing the ſovereign 
auiliority of the former, and making 
ITY e the latter. But the 


lame 


E : 7 


ins writer tells us, the ſovereign 


authority is ſimple and uniform, it 
cannot be divided without deſtroying 


"Yo. alſo pretend, that the general 
will may be repreſented. He denies 
it, and juſtly ridicules that ideal ſove- 
reipnty andi imaginary freedom, which 
18 e in the hands of repreſenta- 


tives. — The Engliſh nation, ſays 
he, in fp ite of their boaſted liberty, 


are free no longer than during the diſ- 
ſolution of parliament, and while they 5 


are chuſing their repreſentatives; an 
interval of freedom which they ſo 


mefully abuſe, that abe Hu Nor 


ſerve to 1 


What would he ſay were he! now. ito. 
attend. the committees, fitting on the 
conteſted elections, 1 in conſequence of 


Grenville' s$ act. Would he not 
ſhudder with horror at the wicked- 
as: and profligacy both of the elec- 


tors 
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tors and elected? And Si he not 
declare it the higheſt piece of impu- 
dence and preſumption for a people ſo 
enſlayed by principle, and ſo de- 
bauched by corruption, to affect to 
call themſelves free? Gn 
In a word, the el cation 4655 
laid the axe to the root of patriotiſm 
and public virtue, and, of courſe,” of 
civil liberty, in this country. An 
act, by which virtus poſt nummos is a 
maxim eſtabliſhed by the authority of 
the legiſlature ; an act, by which a 
man of fix or three hundted a year is 
declared to be honeſter and leſs cor 
ruptible than another of leſs incbm 
muſt naturally tend to the diſcotte“ 
nance of all public ſpirit and national 
virtue. Yep 
It has, beſides, this impolitt hy in- 
moral tendency, an immediate tenden- 
cy to bribery and corruption, by ad- 
mitting no candidates but ſuch as are 


du all- 
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qualificd! to purchaſe the votes of their 
conftituents. . Till this - gza/; fication 
alt be repealed, every thing that is, 
or can be done under{the ſuppoſed fa- 
lutary influence of Grenville s act, will 
ſerve only to expoſe the wickedneſs 
of the parties; as it will be ineffec- 
tual to the ſtopping that tide of cor- 
ruption, which, like a * hath 
. en this ſinking land. 

Ik he very pretence bog this qualifi- 
cation act was frivolous; it was ſup- 
poſed that men of middling cireum- 
ſtances had leſs probity, and were more 


liable to temptation than men of c opu- 


lent fortunes: but whoever knows 
any thing of mankind, knows. that af- 
fluence is. the moſt dangerous corrupter 
of the heart; that it ſerves to inereaſe 

ou anntificial wants, and that men 
are more ſubject to temptation from 


— Wants than natural neceſ- 
ſities. . Ro 21 
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d: into a ſyſtem of late years, that 
Lo reduced the conſtitution of this 
country to that ſkeleton, which, is 
daily exhibited as a model of political 
wiſdom. Had that ingenious viſionary 
De Lolme, brought over a marmotte 
in a Box, like other Switzerland Mis 
nerants, he could not have afforded a 
more amuſing or more futile enter: 
taiament to ſuperficial underſtandings; 
than he has diſplayed in his Cut. 
tion de E. Arngleterre. 
England never poſſeſſed uch a a pol 
tical conſtitution, unleſs in the 
tings of ſuch viſionaries as: [himſelf ; 
or, if it did, it has long ſince been 
rotten to the core, its vitals have been 
exhauſted, and its fleſh hath en 
to the bone. 3 2 - 
Under theſe e Tale}; to "hat; 
purpoſe is the application of the reve- 
Ties of idle theory to a deſperate diſ- 
100 5 eaſe 7 


— 


TT C 16 oq - 
eaſe? The mother is in Sal labour, 
the throes of delivery rend her whole 

frame—the too-robuſt and overgrown 

child is ſtruggling in vain to burſt her 
womb and get free,—It is an unna- 
tural birth : ſhall the parent periſh to 
ſave the child? and will you, Doctor, 
humanely lend a hand 1 to ey 2 1 thy 
belly that bore you ? 

No; if human ſkill or divine provi- 
dence afford no help, let the parent 
live, whatever be the fate of her off- 
ſpring 5 5 | 

But this, you will ſay, is acts 
tion. It is ſo, but T truſt it is apt and 
pertinent: at leaſt it is equally ſo 
with thoſe pompous nothings, with 
which your favourite RAT MAN 
hath ſo repeatedly amuſed the gaping 
croud, that has ſo often looked up to 
him as the deliverer of this country, 
while he was only raiſing up its vain- 
glory, to plunge it the deeper 80 
the gulph run, 
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A word or two og you on u the bo 


ſubject of this great Nan, and I. take 
my We.. 

You ſpeak of bin! as a feud. to 
America as well as to Britain. I, 
who am not to be deceived by words, 
judg e from actions; and, if thoſe 
truly ſpeak the man, he is no friend 
to either; it is owing to this political 
god of your idolatry that the famp- 
af was paſſed and repealed. Lord 
C-----m might have prevented both, 
The prevented neither he choſe to 

be paſſive in the one caſe, and active 
in the other. 

Vou lament, and ſay every friend 
to Britain muſt deplore his ill ſtate of 
health, at this awful moment of public 
danger. For my own part, I can 
ſympathiſe with him as a man, be- 
cauſe I am ſubject to the ſame mala- 
dy; but, as a friend to Britain, 1 
ſhould rather. rejoice that he is pre- 
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vented "4 blowiug vp the embers 
of diſcord, and embarraſſing thoſe 
councils he | cannot afliſt, were 1 not 
perſuaded that ſo little attention 18 
now paid him, that his tropes and 
yur would be perfedtly barpfen, 
It is to juſt as little parole” doctor, 
you. adopt the words you heard him 
apply, in a great aſſemb| y, to 1 75 | 
the perſuaſion that the mother-coun- 
try, ſhould retract freely, ſpeedily 
and magnanimouſly. Fine words 
6% RxCTITppz 15 DIGNITY. Oxeazs- 
SION ONLY Is MEANNESS ; i AND Jesries, 
Hoxobk.“ Fe 
It theſe expreſſions had any mean- 
ing, and were not ſpoken with the 
mere view of exhibiting ore rotundo, 
the oratorial abilities of the ſpeaker, 
they are a libel (as is your whole 
letter) on the legiſlature as W ll as the 
government of this country. They 
wy the latter, at whoſe head i 18 
Th Sag hs a 
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maßeſty itſelf, with having appreſſed. 
and dealt unjuſtly by the Americans, . 
and, in fo.doing, of, baving ferfeite! 
the honour and digi of the nation 3, | 
which they can reſtore only by re © 
tracting; he and you ſay magnan . 
-nouſly, but I will venture to ſay,  _ *1 
even the Americans themſelyes would 
call it manly. But, be this as it 
may, in the preſent diſtreſſing di- 
lemma, into which the mother-coun- 
try is brought, no matter by what 
means; when it is deſtruction to go 
forward and ruin to recede, ſurely it 
is criminal in individuals to diſſeminate 
diſcontent in ſpreading the rancour of 
mutual reproach, and widening a 
breach, perhaps already irreparable. 
Let me add, that the putting up your 
fervent prayers it may not be ſo, 
would be more becoming your cha- 
racter as a man, a Briton and a 


Chriſtian, than the publication of 
. either 
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I, yours, &c. 
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